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within a few hours of the catastrophe. Living people
were unearthed even twelve days after the earthquake.
The Government had taken immediate steps to protect
property, but they had not been so expeditious in trying
to rescue people who lay buried. The municipalities
in these areas were not functioning.

I think my criticism was justified, and I found later that
the great majority of people in the earthquake areas
agreed with it. But whether it was justified or not, it was
honestly made, not with the intention of blaming the
Government, but of speeding them up. No.one accused
them of any deliberate sins of commission or omission in
this respect. It was a novel and overpowering situation
and errors were excusable. The Bihar Government, so
far as I know (for I have been in gaol), later on worked
with energy and competence to repair the ravages of the
earthquake,

I There is a general belief among Englishmen, frequently
asserted as if it was an incontrovertible maxim, that a
change of government in India,, involving a reduction or
elimination of British influence, would result in a much
worse and more inefficient government. Holding this
belief, but generous in their enthusiasm, radicals and
Englishmen of advanced views plead that good govern-
ment is no substitute for self-government, and if Indians
want to go to the dogsa they should be permitted to do so.
I do not know what will happen to India when British
influence is eliminated. Much depends on how tihe
British withdraw and who is in, control in India then, and
on a host of other considerations, national and inter-
nationaL I can quite conceive a state of affairs
established with the help of the British, which will be
more inefficient and generally worse than anything that we
can have today,, for k will have all the vices of the